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High Sierra Classics 


By Joun W. ROBINSON 


ALMOST THREE DECADES ago, Francis P. Farquhar, the premier his- 
torian of the Sierra Nevada, wrote Yosemite, The Big Trees and the High 
Sierra, a very selective bibliography of twenty-five books relating to the 
Range of Light." Farquhar’s basis for selection of his twenty-five titles 
was threefold: rarity, unusual character, and importance of contents. 
Using these criteria, he made some rather unusual choices: Therese 
Yelverton’s absurd novel Zanita; four booklets—one of just eight pages 
—on the mammoth trees; a book in Japanese on climbing Mount 
Whitney. John Muir was limited to a single selection, one of the rarest 
of Muiriana, Letters to a Friend. Not included by Farquhar were such 
Muir classics as The Mountains of California, My First Summer in the 
Sierra and The Yosemite—presumably because these books are not rare. 
But Farquhar did include Clarence King’s Mountaineering in the Sierra 
Nevada, a book that has gone through numerous editions and has al- 
most never been out of print. Still—despite his arbitrary and seem- 
ingly inconsistent selection process—Farquhar’s bibliography has 
real value and 1s a delight to read. Selective bibliographies are by na- 
ture subjective, the choice of books being based on the writer’s own 
knowledge and taste. And Farquhar was more knowledgeable about 
the Sierra’s history than anyone else, and was a lucid and accom- 
plished writer. 

My purpose here is not to supersede Farquhar’s twenty-five chosen 
books but rather to supplement them, using different criteria. Rarity 
and unusual character are not considered. My selection is based on 
factual presentation and literary quality. Described below are twenty- 
five books that represent, in my judgment, the truest picture of the 


3 


4 THE Book CLuB OF CALIFORNIA 


Sierra Nevada. Each of these works contributes something of value to 
our knowledge and appreciation of Muir’s Range of Light—its geology, 
its flora and fauna, its human exploration, exploitation and adventure. 
Here are the books that to me represent the experiences and feelings 
of those who—to paraphrase Lawrence Clark Powell—have ventured 
into the mountains, seen clearly and written well. 

In the final analysis, these books should provide a fitting introduc- 
tion to the majestic High Sierra. But reading by itself is no substitute 
for a real experience in the Range of Light. Receive nourishment this 
literature affords, then come into the mountains with receptive mind 
and heart, and rejoice as John Muir did a century ago, “bathing in its 
glorious floods of light, seeing the sunbursts of morning among the icy 
peaks, the noonday radiance on the trees and rocks and snow, the 
flush of alpenglow, and a thousand dashing waterfalls with their 
marvelous abundance of irised spray.”’ Only then will “nature’s peace 
flow into you as sunshine flows into trees .. . while cares will drop off 


like autumn leaves.’” 


THE CLASSICS 
1. ADAMS, ANSEL (photographs) and Austin, Mary (text) 
The Land of Little Rain 
Boston: Houghton Mifflin Company, 1950 
Although Mary Austin writes primarily about the arid lands east of 

the Sierra Nevada, she includes two chapters that rank among the best 
of Sierra descriptive prose. “‘All streets of the mountains lead to the 
citadel; steep or slow they go up to the core of the hills,” she begins her 
chapter “Streets of the Mountains,’ a beautiful essay on the great 
canyons that lace the Sierra’s eastern rampart. In the chapter ‘‘Water 
Borders”’ she vividly describes the lakes and streams of the timberline 
Sierra behind Lone Pine. These chapters alone would not suffice to 
place The Land of Little Rain in a Sierra Nevada bibliography were it 
not for the striking camera portraits of Ansel Adams. Among his 48 
photographs are many that depict the breathless splendor of the Sierra 
Nevada’s towering east face, jagged and awesome against the deep sky. 
The synthesis of Mary Austin and Ansel Adams creates a classic. 
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2. Brewer, WILLIAM H. 
Up and Down California in 1860-1864 
Edited by Francis P. Farquhar 
New Haven: Yale University Press, 1930 
Second edition, Berkeley: University of California Press, 1949 
Third edition, same as above, 1966 

Wiliam Henry Brewer, educated at Yale’s Sheffield Scientific 
School, was the field leader of the California Geological Survey during 
the years 1860 through 1864. In the course of his work for the survey, 
he traveled up and down the state amassing data, collecting botanical 
and mineral specimens, writing a daily journal and, to top it all, ex- 
panding this journal with lengthy letters to his brother in New York. 
Brewer left California in 1864 and for the remaining 38 years of his life 
he pursued a distinguished career as a Yale science professor. When 
he died, his California letters remained in his ELD his sons hoping 
eventually for publication. 

It was Francis P. Farquhar, distinguished Sierra historian, who 
through a fortunate series of circumstances was introduced to the 
letters and eventually, after five years of research, saw them published 
with his introduction and notes. ‘“The result was an editorial achieve- 
ment to rank with that of Bolton’s on the Anza expeditions,” writes 
Lawrence Clark Powell.* Up and Down California was an immediate 
success, and it has continued so down to the present day, necessitating 
a number of reprintings by the University of California Press. It has 
become a California classic. 

Why is it also a Sierra classic? Because it contains fascinating ac- 
counts of visits to the Yosemite country and Lake ‘Tahoe in 1863 and to 
the Kings River High Sierra the following year. In the latter narrative 
we have the story of Clarence King’s amazing climbs more realistically 
told (if not as graphically portrayed) than by King in his Mountaineer- 
ing in the Sterra Nevada. Brewer’s book remains the best account of the 
early exploration of the High Sierra... 


3. BunnetL, LAFAYETTE HoucutTon, M.D. 
Discovery of The Yosemite and The Indian War of 1851 Which Led 
to That Event 
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Chicago: Fleming H. Revell, 1880 
Second edition, n.d.; Third edition, 1892; Fourth edition, Los 
Angeles: G. W. Gerlicher, 1911 
Bunnell’s book is a rather lengthy narrative of the Mariposa Bat- 
talion’s pursuit of Indians into Yosemite Valley in March 1851, and 
still today 1s the principal source of information about this episode that 
resulted in knowledge of Yosemite Valley’s wonders. (No longer can 
the Mariposa Battalion be given credit for discovery of the valley; 
evidence is conclusive that Joseph Walker’s party looked down into it 
from the north rim in 1833; and a diary that came to light in 1947 sup- 
plies evidence that a miner named William Penn Abrams entered the 
valley in 1849.) Bunnell was a member of the Mariposa Battalion and is 
given credit for suggesting the name “‘Yosemity,”’ after the name of 
Chief Tenaya’s tribe as he understood it. “In spite of some short- 
comings as a writer, the author commands respect for the thorough- 
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ness and reliability of his history. 


4. CARRIGHAR, SALLY 

One Day on Beetle Rock 

New York: Alfred A. Knopf, 1944 

Reprinted numerous times 

This is the first book by Sally Carrighar, one of America’s best na- 

ture writers and author of such delightful nature studies as One Day at 
Teton Marsh, Icebound Summer and Moonlight at Midday. The author 
combines the rare talents of accurate reporting and literary excellence, 
and the result 1s a classic that must rank at or near the top of Sierra 
natural history writings. Beetle Rock is a granite outcropping located 
at 6,500 feet in Sequoia National Park. Here Sally Carrighar spent a 
day observing the wildlife that passed her way, and later composed the 
beautiful essays on the lives of the small animals she saw there. Rare, 
indeed, is a work this fine, a genuine and deeply moving tribute to 
animal life in the wilderness. 


5. CHAsez, J. SMEATON 
Yosemite Trails 
Boston: Houghton Mifflin Company, 1911 
English-born J. Smeaton Chase was one of the premier nature and 
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adventure writers of early goth century California; no less an authority 
than Lawrence Clark Powell ranks his California Coast Trails as a 
California classic.” Yosemite Trails was Chase’s first book, a vivid blend 
of adventure and nature commentary based on his three pack trips 
through the Yosemite back country. ‘‘ Yosemite Trails takes a place on 
the shelf of Sierra Nevada literature not too far below Muir’s The Moun- 
tains of California,” writes Powell, ‘It shows the author in possession 
of a mature and fluent style, and also to be a botanist of considerable 
learning.” Indeed, Chase’s volume ranks as one of the half-dozen or 
so literary masterpieces of the Sierra Nevada. 


6. Farquuar, Francis P. 
ENstory of the Sierra Nevada 
Berkeley and Los Angeles: University of California Press, 1965 
Issued in a paperback edition with minor revisions, 1966 


The student of the Sierra Nevada owes a tremendous debt to Francis 
P. Farquhar. Harvard graduate of 1909, C.P.A. by procession, former 


president of the Sierra Club, long active in the Book Club of California, 
the California Historical Society, the California Academy of Sciences 
and the American Alpine Club, veteran mountaineer in his own right, 
Farquhar devoted a good share of his long life to exploring, studying, 
collecting and writing on the Sierra Nevada. 

This scholarly, readable history of the Sierra Nevada capped a life- 
time of research and is the only general history, other than pictorial, of 
the range. In the author’s own words, it “‘deals with human experiences 
in the Sierra Nevada from the time the Spaniards first saw it in the 
latter part of the eighteenth century to the present, when its economic 
and recreational uses serve several million people.” The general reader 
and historian alike will find the book rewarding, particularly because 
Farquhar, no armchair historian, traveled throughout the Sierra and 
hence gave the work a distinctive flavor of the mountains. 


7. Hurcuincs, J. M. [ James Mason] 
In the Heart of The Sierras 
Yosemite Valley: The Old Cabin, and Oakland: Pacific Press 
Publishing House, 1886 
Reprinted with slight variations in 1886, 1887 and 1888 
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James Mason Hutchings was an Englishman who came to California 
in 1849, lived in the mining regions several years before settling in the 
San Francisco area. He published Hutchings’ California Magazine from 
1856 to 1861; and in the pages of this magazine the public first learned 
of the wonders of Yosemite. In 1860 he published Scenes of Wonder and 
Curvosity, a book composed of numerous extracts from the magazine, 
and the first major work devoted primarily to the Yosemite region. 
Shortly thereafter he opened a hotel in Yosemite Valley and adopted 
the appellation, ‘Hutchings, of Yo Semite.” 

In The Heart of The Sverras was a greatly expanded version of 
Hutchings’ earlier book and crowned his publishing career. ‘This thick, 
profusely illustrated volume is a veritable encyclopedia of information 
about Yosemite of the late 19th century, and its many engravings and 
‘“photo-typos”—full-page plates made from photographs by a new 
process—are the best that could be procured at the time. Strangely 
absent from this work are references to John Muir, by then the most 
famous Yosemite-ite. Muir once worked for Hutchings, but their rela- 
tionship soon terminated and grew strained to the point that Hutch- 
ings apparently preferred to ignore the great naturalist. 


8. JOHNSTON, VERNA R. 
Sierra Nevada 
Boston: Houghton Mifflin Company, 1970 
This volume in the Naturalist’s America series well portrays the 

plant communities, the wildlife and the geology of the Sierra Nevada. 
After an introductory chapter on the Sierra as a whole, Johnston takes 
the reader on a tour across the range—into the western foothills, 
through the mid-mountain forests of pine, fir and sequoia, up to tim- 
berline and beyond, and finally over the crest to the precipitous eastern 
escarpment. Particularly valuable are comments on forest and brush 
fires, the use of insecticides, pollution of Lake Tahoe and other cur- 
rent problems, based on recent scientific research and ecological find- 
ings. This is a valuable book for anyone interested in the Sierra’s 
natural history. 


g. KaurrMan, RicHarp (photographs) 
Murr, JOHN (text) 
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Gentle Wilderness: The Sierra Nevada 

Foreword by David Brower 

San Francisco: Sierra Club, 1964 

Paperback reprint, San Francisco and New York: Sierra Club/ 

Ballantine Books, 1968 

This large-format volume represents the most beautiful and striking 

color representation of the Sierra Nevada yet published. The text, 
taken from Muir’s My First Summer in the Sierra, combined with 
Kauffman’s superb color photographs, allows the reader to recapture 
the feeling of discovery and vividness that Muir must have experienced 
a century ago. “‘A cool Sierra wind blows through the photographs, a 
gentle wind. It is a Sierra illuminated by the light of the gentle hours, 
warm light on a friendly, inviting land,”’ Brower writes in his Preface. 
Perused on a winter night, this book will provide a vicarious wilderness 
experience to stay the Sierra enthusiast until the warm days of June 
allow him once again to enter the Range of Light. 


10. Kinc, CLARENCE 

Mountaineering in the Sierra Nevada 

Boston: James R. Osgood Company, 1872 

Revised and enlarged with “Mount Whitney” chapter, 1874 

Reprinted, New York: Charles Scribner’s Sons, 1902 

Reprinted with preface by Francis P. Farquhar, New York: 
W. W. Norton Company, 1935 

Reprinted (1872 edition), paperback, Lincoln: University of 
Nebraska Press, 1970 

(Also printed in London: Sampson, Low, Marston Low & 
Searle, 1872, 1874; T. Fisher Unwin, 1903; Adam & Charles 
Black, 1947) 

Clarence King, a young Rhode Islander fresh out of Yale’s Shefheld 
Scientific School, journeyed west in 1863 just in time to join William 
H. Brewer’s California Geological Survey field party in their climactic 
expeditions into the unknown heart of the High Sierra. What hap- 
pened during the ensuing two years is known to everyone with even a 
rudimentary knowledge of Sierra Nevada history—King’s harrowing 


ascents of Mount Tyndall and the Obelisk (Mt. Clark), his climb of 
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Mount Langley which he thought was Mount Whitney, and finally his 
assault on the real Mount Whitney, just too late to record a first 
ascent. All of these episodes are graphically—perhaps too graphically 
—described in one of the classics of High Sierra literature: Moun- 
taineering in the Sierra Nevada. 

The material that eventually formed the book first appeared in a 
series of articles in the Atlantic Monthly, beginning in 1870, s1x years 
after King’s Sierra exploits. ‘They met with such acclaim that they 
were published in book form two years later. In 1874 King expanded 
the volume to include a chapter on his final success on Mount Whitney. 

Through the years, Mountaineering in the Sierra Nevada has become 
the all-time best seller and most widely known book on the Sierra 
Nevada, save perhaps Muir’s Mountains of California. Why 1s it such a 
classic? Anyone acquainted with Sierra mountaineering today will in- 
stantly recognize that King carries literary license to the extreme 
limit. None of the mountains he climbed with such alleged difficulty 
are considered difficult ascents. This writer has searched in vain the 
slopes of Mounts Tyndall and Clark for the difficult routes King por- 
trays. His delightful ‘“Kaweah’s Run” chapter 1s known to be a figment 
of his imagination. But King was a gifted writer, and gifted writers have 
always been allowed a great degree of literary license by critics. His 
work is good literature. Lawrence Clark Powell describes King’s two 
embellished chapters on Mount Tyndall as being “‘at the summit of 
mountaineering literature.’” Farquhar perhaps best sums up King and 
his book: “King carries us with him by sheer force of personality so 
that one is often satisfied with the thought that the Sierra ought to be 
as he described it, even if one’s experience tells one that it 1s not. The 
mountain-climbing adventures must be taken with many grains of 
salt.’ To which this writer would add—Amen! 


11. LeContre, JOSEPH 
A Journal of Ramblings Through the Migh Sverra of California 
by the University Excursion Party 
San Francisco: Francis & Valentine, 1875 
Second edition, San Francisco: Sierra Club, 1900 
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Third edition, Introduction by Francis P. Farquhar, San Fran- 
cisco: Sierra Club, 1930 
Fourth edition, same as above, added note by Farquhar, 1960 
Joseph LeConte, native of South Carolina, was appointed Pro- 
fessor of Geology at the fledgling University of California, Berkeley, in 
1869. The following year, LeConte and a party of his students made an 
excursion by horseback from Oakland to Yosemite and on into the 
Yosemite high country. The Professor kept a daily journal of his 
ramblings which were published in a limited edition of about 100 
copies in 1875. LeConte’s journal is a delight to read. The close com- 
panionship of professor and students, the excitement of discovery, the 
descriptions of Yosemite’s grandeur as seen for the first time by 
LeConte, all make this a classic of Sierra Nevada travel, as enjoyable 
now as it was a century ago. In later editions, Francis P. Farquhar 
lends his masterful touch in presenting LeConte’s background and 
his own comments. 


12. MatrHes, FRANco!s E. 
Geologic Estory of the Yosemite Valley: Geological Survey Profes- 
sional Paper 160, United States Department of the Interior 
Washington: Government Printing Office, 1930 
Francois Matthes spent a large portion of his professional life study- 
ing the geology of the Sierra Nevada. Professional Paper 160, detailing 
the geologic story of Yosemite, firmly established him as the premier 
authority on the geology of the famed valley. From a scientific stand- 
point, Matthes’ paper is considered one of the finest regional mono- 
graphs ever written. But more than this, Matthes was one of the few 
professional geologists whose published treatises combine factual 
presentation with good narration. His papers are eminently readable 
to geologists and laymen alike. “‘As an interpreter of the western scene, 
Matthes was without peer among contemporary American geologists. 
Even when writing technical papers he kept in mind the interested lay- 
man who shared his interests.” Professional Paper 160 is one of the 
classics of geological literature and a “‘must”’ in any definitive Sierra 
Nevada collection. 
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13. Murr, JoHN 
The Mountains of California 
New York: The Century Company, 1894 
Reprinted many times 
Paperback edition, New York: Anchor Books, 1961 

The Mountains of California was John Muir’s first book,”° and it re- 
mains his best. Like most of Muir’s books, its essay chapters originally 
appeared in such periodicals as Atlantic Monthly and Century Magazine, 
later to be revised and refined for book publication. Other than the 
concluding chapter ‘““The Bee Pastures” and a few passages on Mount 
Shasta, the volume is exclusively a tribute to the joys and wonders of 
the Sierra Nevada as only Muir could express them. Chapters in living 
prose describe the forests, the glaciers, a Sierra storm, the animals and 
birds of the great range. 

Listen to Muir explain the luminous quality of his favorite mountain 
range: “And after ten years spent in the heart of it, rejoicing and 
wondering, bathing 1n its glorious floods of light, seeing the sunbursts 
of morning among the icy peaks, the noonday radiance on the trees and 
rocks and snow, the flush of the alpenglow, and a thousand dashing 
waterfalls with their marvelous abundance of irised spray, it still seems 
to me above all others the Range of Light, the most divinely beautiful of 
all the mountain-chains I have seen.” 

Another memorable passage is of a storm which Muir experienced 
from a tree-top perch: ‘‘Never before did I enjoy so noble an exhilara- 
tion of motion. The slender top fairly flapped and swished in the 
passionate torrents, bending and swirling backward and forward, 
round and round, tracing indescribable combinations of vertical and 
horizontal curves, while I clung with muscles firmly braced, like a 
bobolink on a reed.” 

His essay on the water ouzel, ‘‘a singularly joyous and lovable little 
fellow,”’ has long been the delight of bird lovers everywhere. 

The Mountains of California, published in 1894, met with immedi- 
ate and far-reaching success. It rallied and solidified the conservation 
sentiment of the entire nation, leading directly to a new upsurge of 
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> wrote Muir’s biographer, 


determination to preserve the forests, 
Linnie Marsh Wolfe.” 

What made Muir such a superb interpreter of nature? Lawrence 
Clark Powell seems closest to the truth: ‘That John Muir was able to 
see, to sense, and to say—for he possessed the essential Three S’s of 
literature—is why we have the book that is his immortality, a book to 
re-read in the different stages of our lives. We change and go; it abides: 
... [The Mountains of California] is one man’s testament to the glory 
of the Sierra Nevada, that radiant Range of Light. By the act of reading, 
book and range become ours. Such is the power of a classic.””” 


14. Murr, JoHN 
Our National Parks 
Boston: Houghton Mifflin Company, 1901 
Reprinted several times 
Muir’s second book tells mostly about the wonders of Yosemite, with 
chapters on Yellowstone and Sequoia and General Grant National 
Parks. The volume is made up of ten delightful essays that first ap- 
peared in Atlantic Monthly and, according to Muir’s biographer Linnie 
Marsh Wolfe, did much to educate public sentiment. The opening 
chapter, ‘‘Wild Parks of the West,” is an eloquent plea for wilderness 
preservation. 


15. Murr, JoHN 
My First Summer in the Sierra 
Boston: Houghton Mifflin Company, 1911 
Reprinted several times 
John Muir—native of Scotland, raised from boyhood on a Wisconsin 
farm—came to California in 1868 at the age of thirty. He immediately 
set off on foot for Yosemite, about which he had heard glowing trib- 
utes. The enthralling experience in that “most holy mansion of the 
mountains” changed the course of his life; to the end he was a Sierra 
Nevada devotee. 
My First Summer in the Sierra was written 43 years later, but it re- 
tains the freshness of a journal composed yesterday. Muir describes his 
first experiences herding sheep (later he was to damn them as “hoofed 
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locusts”’), inspecting great floral displays, and exploring the Yosemite 
high country. The delightful summer excursion over, Muir exclaimed, 
‘I have crossed the Range of Light, surely the brightest and best of all 
the Lord has built; and rejoicing in its glory, I gladly, gratefully, hope- 
fully pray I may see it again.” Muir answered his own prayer. He re- 
mained in the Sierra, spiritually if not always physically, for the rest of 
his life. 


16. Murr, JoHN 
The Yosemite 
New York: The Century Company, 1912 
Reprinted several times 
Paperback edition, Introduction by Frederic R. Gunsky, New 
York: Anchor Books, 1962 

The Yosemite was the fourth and last of Muir’s Sierra Nevada classics, 
completed just two years before his death. Like the others, it is a joyous 
chronicle of personal discovery and reverence for nature, retaining the 
flavor of youth even though the writer was then in his 70’s. 

The book was written during the greatest controversy in Muir’s life. 
San Francisco proposed to dam Hetch Hetchy Valley to obtain water. 
Muir vigorously opposed it, spending much time and effort to rally 
public support to preserve this second Yosemite Valley. The Yosemite 
was an eloquent statement for preservation. ‘The final chapter on 
Hetch Hetchy Valley contains one of Muir’s most famous statements: 
‘‘Dam Hetch Hetchy! As well dam for water-tanks the people’s ca- 
thedrals and churches, for no holier temple has ever been consecrated 
by the heart of man.” Although Muir lost the battle and his heart was 
broken, his ringing cry to save our wilderness temples is still heard— 
and usually heeded—today. Barring an unforeseen catastrophe, never 
again will a prime sanctuary 1n one of our national parks be violated 
and destroyed. | 


17. PEATTIE, RopDERICK (Editor) 
The Sierra Nevada: The Range of Light 
Introduction by Donald Culross Peattie 
New York: ‘The Vanguard Press, 1947 
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This is an enduring work that will give the reader enjoyment in 
reading and rereading. Peattie has put together a collection of essays 
by such renowned nature writers as David Brower, Weldon Heald, 
Idwal Jones, Francois Matthes, Charles Albert Harwell and Mary 
Tresidder and allowed them to expound on their respective interests. 
Each does so in an eloquent manner, covering, in turn, the Sierra’s 
history, flora, birds, geology, winter sports, mountaineering, and folk 
tales. There are a number of splendid photographs by Ansel Adams. 
This volume in the American Mountain Series is a worthy addition to 
every Sierra enthusiast’s library. 


18. Rotu, HAL 
Pathway in the Sky: The Story of the John Muir Trail 
Berkeley: Howell-North Books, 1965 
The magnificent John Muir Trail from Yosemite to Mount Whitney 
had its beginnings in 1884 in the youthful mind of Theodore S. 
Solomons, but it was a long time in becoming reality. Extensive ex- 
ploration and mapping for a high mountain route were carried out in 
the 1890’s and early years of this century by such devoted Sierrans as 
Solomons, Muir, Bolton Coit Brown and Joseph LeConte. Construc- 
tion finally began in 1915, but the last section of trail was not completed 
until 1938. | 
Hal Roth chronicles the Muir Trail’s history in his opening six 
chapters of Pathway in the Sky, then describes the trail, section by sec- 
tion, from north to south. Along the way he discusses such incidentals 
related to the trail as the lodgepole pine, the corn lily, marmots, deer, 
bighorn sheep and the life of a packer. But easily the outstanding 
feature of this volume is the selection of 170 splendid photographs 
taken along the footpath by the author. They, alone, are enough to 
tempt the most diehard homebody to do the Muir Trail himself. 


19. RUSSELL, CARL PARCHER 

One Hundred Years in Yosemite 

Stanford: Stanford University Press, 1932 

Revised edition, Berkeley: University of California Press, 1947 
This splendid volume, authored by the former Chief Naturalist of 
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the National Park Service and for many years Yosemite naturalist, 1s 
the definitive history of Yosemite National Park. Russell “gives not 
only a chronology of events, and the persons taking part in them, ... 
[he] also portrays, in terms of human experience, the growth of a 
distinct and unique conception of land management,” writes Newton 
B. Drury, former Director of the National Park Service, in the Fore- 
word. Students of Yosemite’s history will ever be indebted to Russell’s 
work, not the least valuable part of which is the extensive bibliography 
of Yosemite writings. 


20. STARR, WALTER A., JR. 
Guide to the John Muir Trail and the High Sierra Region 
San Francisco: Sierra Club, 1934 
Reprinted and revised many times 
Twelfth edition, Introduction by Doug Robinson, 1974 
Walter A. Starr, Jr., walked the length and breadth of the High 
Sierra and was preparing a guidebook to its trails before his untimely 
death while climbing solo in the Minarets in 1933. His father, Walter 
A. Starr, Sr., completed the guide and saw to its publication. This 
guide was the first of the many Sierra Nevada trail guidebooks which 
cluster on the shelves of California bookstores today, and remains the 
definitive source for those planning an excursion over ““The Pathway 
in the Sky.” 


21. STORER, Tracy L. and Rospert L. UsINGER 
Sierra Nevada Natural Mstory: An Illustrated Handbook 
Berkeley: University of California Press, 1963 
Reprinted many times 
The amount of information packed into this little book is amazing! 
The introduction deals with man in the Sierra Nevada, the range’s 
physical features, climate, geological history, plant and animal distri- 
bution and modifications by man. This 1s followed by sections on plant 
life, from fungi through wildflowers to trees; and on animals, from in- 
sects through fish and birds to mammals. Over 750 descriptions of the 
flora and fauna of the Sierra are accompanied by numerous black-and- 
white drawings and a section of 24 color plates. This is far and away 
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the best general nature guide to the Range of Light, tremendously in- 
formative, yet small enough to fit into a knapsack. 


22. SUMNER, LOWELL and JosEPH S. Dixon 
Birds and Mammals of the Sierra Nevada 
Berkeley: University of California Press, 1953 
This is a handsome and valuable volume for the naturalist and the 
amateur alike, probably the definitive work on the birds and mammals 
of the Sierra. 167 birds and 65 mammals are described, and, to aid in 
identification, there are 46 black-and-white illustrations and eight 
color plates. 


23. WEBSTER, PAUL 
The Mighty Sierra: Portrait of a A Mountain World 
Foreword by Francis P. Farquhar 
Palo Alto: American West Publishing Company, 1972 
Lavishly illustrated with striking color and black-and-white photo- 
graphs, enriched with lucid, well-research text, The Mighty Sterra is 
a superb volume on the Range of Light. “On opening the book, one 
literally enters and High Sierra,” Farquhar writes in the Foreword. 
Webster gives a comprehensive view of the Sierra as a whole, its ma- 
jestic peaks and incomparable valleys, its towering redwoods and 
velvet-green foothills. Intertwined throughout are “Footsteps of His- 
tory”’ sections that tell of the Indians, explorers, emigrants, miners, 
loggers, railroaders and conservationists of the range. This is a volume 
to treasure, a luring invitation to visit the West’s premier mountain 
range. 


24. WHITE, STEWART EDWARD 
The Pass 
New York: The Outing Publishing Company, 1906 
Reprinted, 1912 
This work might best be termed historical fiction. The setting is the 
high regions of Kings Canyon and Sequoia National Parks. The story 
is based on an actual pack trip into the High Sierra made by White and 
his wife Elizabeth (‘‘Billy” in the story) in 1905. They camped along 
Roaring River and explored Deadman and Cloudy Canyons. Elizabeth 
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Pass, crossed by the party, is named for Mrs. White. The story first 
appeared in The Outing Magazine of March and April, 1906. Stewart 
Edward White was a prolific writer on the Southwest, authoring some 
fifty books and achieving a degree of literary fame with Arizona Nights." 
The Pass remains one of his better efforts, and the best of his four books 
on the Sierra Nevada—the others were The Mountains (1904), The 
Forest (1905) and The Cabin (1911). 


25. Wuitney, J. D. [Josiah Dwight] 

The Yosemite Book: a description of the Yosemite Valley and the 
adjacent region of the Sierra Nevada, and of the big trees of 
California 

Published by authority of the [California State] Legislature 

New York: Julius Bien, 1868 

Revised and enlarged editions, title changed to The Yosemite 
Guidebook: ..., Cambridge: University Press, 1869 and 1870 

Pocket editions, revised, The Yosemite Guide-Book: . . . , 1871, 
1872, 1874 

Josiah Dwight Whitney, a native of Massachusetts and a graduate of 
Yale, was State Geologist of the Geological Survey of California from 
1860 to 1873. Under his direction the first extensive scientific survey of 
the Sierra Nevada was carried out by such capable men as William H. 
Brewer, James T. Gardner, Charles F. Hoffmann and Clarence King. 
The results of this extensive field work were published in the first 
Whitney book, Geology, Volume I (Philadelphia: Caxton Press, 1865). 
This book is important not only for its Yosemite descriptions, but also 
because it contains the first general description of the High Sierra and 
establishes the definition, ‘‘that portion of this great chain which hes 
above the metalliferous belt just described, forming the crest of the 
range, and the watershed between the streams flowing west to the 
Pacific Ocean and those which find their way eastward into the Great 
Basin, or some subordinate one, where they are lost by evaporation.” 

The Yosemite Valley and the Mariposa Grove of Big ‘Trees were 
granted by the Federal Government to the State of California in 1864. 
Upon accepting this grant, the State Legislature authorized Whitney, 
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as State Geologist, to make surveys and to explore the adjacent region 
for the purpose of preparing a full description of the country. The 
Yosemite Book, Whitney’s second volume pertaining to the Sierra 
Nevada, was one of the fruits of the completed survey and was pub- 
lished in a limited edition of 250 copies. In subsequent years, the book 
was renamed The Yosesite Guide-Book and reprinted in several en- 
larged and revised editions. The “pocket editions” of later years, 
attractive little volumes, were well received by the public. 

Historians have generally been unkind to Whitney, and the ridicule 
of Muir devotees has continued, somewhat abated, almost to the pres- 
ent day. His stormy years as State Geologist and final break with the 
Legislature provide some of the reasons for his tarnished image, but 
perhaps the greatest cause—particularly among Muir followers and 
modern-day geologists—is contained in a paragraph debunking the 
Yosemite glacier-origin theory favored by Muir and others that ap- 
pears in The Yosemite Book, page 75 and 76: 

A more absurd theory was never advanced, than that by 

which it was sought to ascribe to glaciers the sawing out of 

these vertical walls and the rounding of the domes... . 

Besides, there is no reason to suppose, or at least no proof, 

that glaciers have ever occupied the valley or any portion 

of it. 
Whitney, who had not personally inspected Yosemite’s vertical walls 
and domes as Muir did, later, believed the valley had been formed by 
movement of the earth’s crust: ‘“The bottom of the valley sank down 
to an unknown depth, owing to its support being withdrawn from 
underneath . . .””> Subsequent geological research proved Whitney 
dead wrong and Muir essentially right, to the everlasting detriment of 
Whitney’s reputation. 

Josiah Whitney should not be relegated to the historical and scien- 
tific trash heap because of one, albeit enormous, mistake in scientific 
judgment. His work as State Geologist resulted in great accomplish- 
ment, and his two volumes on the Sierra Nevada—Geology, Volume I 
and The Yosemite Book—rank high among the classic writings of the 
range, both as literature and as scientific history. No less an authority 
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than Farquhar wrote, ‘Although these guidebooks are long out of date, 


they have a literary quality that preserves their value.” 


NOTES 
1. Francis P. Farquhar, Yosemite, The Big Trees and the Migh Sierra (Berkeley and 
Los Angeles: University of California Press, 1948). 
2. Edwin Way Teale, The Wilderness World of John Muir (Boston: Houghton 
Mifflin Company, 1954), pp. 101, 311. 
3. Lawrence Clark Powell, California Classics (Los Angeles: Ward Ritchie Press, 
1971), p. 119. 
4. Farquhar, Yosemite, ..., p. 62. 
5. Powell, California Classics, pp. 198-199. 
6. Ibid. 
7. 1bid:,7p.438, 
8. Farquhar, ‘The Literature of the High Sierra,” Book Club of California Quarterly 
News-Letter, December 1934, p. 6. 
g. Fritiof Fryxell, Preface to Francois Matthes and the Marks of Time (San Francisco: 
Sierra Club, 1962). 
10. Muir previously edited Picturesque California (New York: J. Dewing Publishing 
Company, 1894), 2 Volumes. 
11. Linnie Marsh Wolfe, Son of the Wilderness: The Life of John Muir (New York: 
Alfred A. Knopf, 1945), p. 268. 
12. Powell, California Classics, p. 149. 
13. Powell, Southwest Classics (Los Angeles: Ward Ritchie Press, 1974), pp. 191-200. 
4. Farquhar, “Literature of the High Sierra,” p. 8. 
isk W. Robinson, member Book Club of California. Author of trail guides to the 


mountains of Southern California. 


Serendipity 


OcToBER 17, 1976, marked the fiftieth anniversary of the death of George Sterling, a 
colorful and much loved figure in the literary, artistic and bohemian life of San Fran- 
cisco during the early years of the century. The Club has ample reason to remember 
this amiable poet and raconteur, for Sterling was ever in sympathy with what it was 
trying to accomplish and generous in his support of its activities. In the years from 
1917 to 1925 the Club published two volumes of his poetry, Thirty-Five Sonnets in 
1917 and Lilith: A Dramatic Poem in 1920, and during the same period he contributed 
introductions to three other publications, Odes and Sonnets, by Clark Ashton Smith 
(1918), The Letters of Ambrose Bierce (1922), and Continent’s End: An Anthology of 
Contemporary Califorma Poets in 1925. In 1927 the Club brought out a facsimile of 
the annotated manuscript of Sterling’s first published work, The Testimony of the Suns; 
finally, An Invocation, by his friend and mentor Ambrose Bierce, which appeared in 
1928, carried an introduction the poet had written several years earlier. 
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It is interesting to know that artist Claire Leighton, whose delightful reminiscence, 
Growing New Roots, the Club published early in 1976, drew the illustrations for A 
Sense of Humus (Simon and Schuster, 1943); the latter, an amusing account of a New 
England garden—and gardner—is by Bertha Damon (the former Bertha Clark Pope), 
who for several years in the early 1920s was the Club’s secretary. 


The Club will issue a two year Keepsake for 1976-77 entitled Vignettes in California 
Medicine. There will be 11 or 12 pamphlets in the series—half will be mailed to mem- 
bers early next year and the other half in the latter part of 1977. The series will be 
under the general direction of Reinhard S. Speck, M.D., a Book Club director, and 
Professor of Microbiology, University of California School of Medicine at San Fran- 
Cisco. 


Michael Harrison, Vice President of The Club, was presented with an Award of 
Merit at The Western History Association meeting held in Denver, Colorado, for his 
contributions in the field of western history. This honor is only one of many received 
through the years among which, are an Award of Merit given by the California His- 
torical Society in 1967, elected to membership in the American Antiquarian Society 
in 1969 and made a Fellow of the California Historical Society in 1974. 


Chapin Library of Williams College has just issued a catalogue of Recent Acquisitions 
1975-1976. Copies may be obtained, as long as the supply lasts, by sending a request 
to: H. Richard Archer, Librarian, Chapin Library, Williams College, Williams, Mass. 
01267. 


We have learned that Mr. Sol Lewis of Lewis and Clark publishers will issue a fac- 
simile edition of our 1931 publication The Santa Fe Trail to California early next year. 
Members are advised that The Club did not authorize this reprint. 


Members interested in keeping up with current prices of early Book Club publica- 
tions will appreciate the following items taken from catalogues of book dealers. The 
Drawings of John Woodhouse Audubon, 1957, $175.00; Designs on the Land, 1969, 
$150.00; The Drawings and Letters of Daniel Wadsworth Cort, priced at $4.50 in 1937, 
$100.00; Account of a Tour of the California Missions, $75.00; Journal of a Cruise to 
California and the Sandwich Islands in the United States Sloop-of- War, priced at $30.00 
in 1955, $225.00; Poems by Robinson Jeffers, priced at $8.00 in 1928, $800.00! 


Members and guests were treated to an original prophesy and bons mots in fortune 
cookies at the Fall Open House for our publication Images of Chinatown. Printers 
Adrian and Joyce Wilson were responsible for this unique addition to the party. The 
fortunes, which were painstakingly inserted by hand read: 

‘Confucius say: Beautiful Book Club book in your future.” 

‘Confucius say: Pi Sheng invented type before Gutenberg.” 

“Confucius say: Book Club of California better investment than Book of Month 
Club.” 


Correction: Terry Fryworth was Executive Secretary of The Book Club until 1974 
not 1973 as reported in the last issue of The Quarterly News-Letter. 


George L. Harding 


1893-1976 





THE DEATH OF George L. Harding on August 30, 1976, closed the 
notable career of a business executive whose outside interests and tal- 
ents were largely centered in the history and preservation of western 
printing and publishing. He died at the age of 82, leaving a wife, 
Dorothy, and a son, Henry L. Harding. 

A native of Indiana, he graduated from the University of Indiana in 
1915 and received an MBA degree from Harvard in 1917. It was while 
he was at Harvard that he became acquainted with such distinguished 
graphic arts leaders as Updike, Dwiggins, Goudy, and Bullen. 

In World War I he served as a naval officer. His business career was 
with the Pacific Telephone and Telegraph, which he joined as an 
accountant and progressed to the position of Secretary-Treasurer. His 
leadership in business affairs led him to the position of vice-president 
of The Society of Corporate Secretaries and he was elected President 
of the San Francisco Commercial Club. He was also active in the Boy 
Scouts of America, serving as Chairman of the Western Region and 
also as board member of the National Council. 

But it was toward the field of printing—particularly Western print- 
ing—that he directed his major efforts. His first noteworthy achieve- 
ment was his authorship of Don Agustin V. Zamorano, Statesman, 
Soldier, Craftsman, and California’s First Printer, published by the 

22, 
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Zamorano Club of Los Angeles in 1934, and dedicated to ‘‘the Mem- 
ory of Edward C. Kemble, the First Historian of California’s Pioneer 
Press.” This work was a milestone in the history of printing in the 
West. A New York book reviewer of the day concluded his comments 
on the Zamorano book by noting: ‘*We take pleasure in referring to 
Mr. Harding’s excellent and interesting and even entertaining book 
with its scholarly survey of sources, and its excellent index. It is a fine 
piece of work, covering its whole field admirably.” 

His other publications include Census of California Spanish Imprints 
1833-1845 and Charles A. Murdock, Printer and Citizen of San Francisco. 

A long-time member of the California Historical Society, Harding 
served as its President, 1958-59. The acquisition of the Society’s three 
buildings, including the headquarters and the library, was in large 
measure due to his enterprise and imagination. For the top floor of the 
library building he envisioned the location of the Kemble Collections. 
To form the base of this new institution, he gave an impressive collec- 
tion of his own choice books, manuscripts, and other items having to 
do with printing and printing history. This treasure house has become 
a remarkable source for scholarly research in the field. As Honorary 
Curator of the Kemble Collections, Harding surrounded himself with 
a dedicated group of volunteer workers, and to keep his friends in- 
formed of his continuing studies and comments published, “now and 
then,” ‘“The Kemble Occasional.” 

He was one of the founders of the Friends of the Bancroft Library, 
and became its first Chairman in 1948. Long a member of the Book 
Club of California, he served as its Treasurer, 1945-49 and President, 
1949-51. He was also a member of the American Antiquarian Society 
and was Regional Chairman of the Grolier Club of New York. 

George Harding’s character and integrity, his knowledge, energy, 
and enthusiasm were an inspiration to the many who shared his in- 
terest in printing and its history. 

The Kemble Collections shall always serve as a worthy and signifi- 
cant memorial to his life and his many fine contributions in the field of 


graphic arts. 
ARTHUR W. TOWNE 
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Elected to Membership 


THE Two classifications of membership above Regular Membership are Patron Mem- 
berships, $125 a year, and Sustaining Memberships, $50.00 a year: 


New Sustaining Members: 


Member 


Joun H. PRINSTER 
Mrs. F. O. THoMPsoN 


Address 
Tiburon 


Bolinas 


Sponsor 


Joseph M. Bransten 
Membership Committee 


The following has changed from Regular to Sustaining Membership: 


FrED DORSETT 


Hollywood 


The following has changed from Sustaining to Patron Membership: 
ETHEL S. CROCKETT 


Sacramento 


The following have been elected to Membership since the publication of the Fall 


News-Letter: 

Member 

Tuomas C. BENET 
Victor A. BeRcu 

ME bert B. Cary JR., 


GRAPHIC ARTS COLLECTION 


Joun R. Coins 
DarreELL F. Corti 

Mrs. A. L. Foster 
Tuomas A. GOLDWASSER 
Rosin HEYECK 

Peter B. HowarD 
FREDERICK J. KEARNEY 
James M. Ketty, M.D. 
NELSON S. Larson 
SusAN K. LEMKE 

Mrs. C. Hype Lewis 
Mrs. JEAN V. MOLLESKOG 
Dr. Paut H. MosHer 
Ricuarp H. OSHMAN 
Davin R. PALMER 

Dr. Ricuarp W. PIERCE 
WiittAM M. PoLiak 
Jack Rosinson 

Mary CELESTE SENESAC 
M. L. SPENCER 

Mr. & Mrs. Joun UrTon 


Address 


San Francisco 


Marlboro, Mass. 


Rochester, New York 
San Francisco 
Sacramento 
Saratoga 

San Francisco 
Woodside 
Berkeley 

Dixon 

Corte Madera 
Salinas 

Newburgh, New York 
San Francisco 

San Francisco 
Stanford 

Los Angeles 

San Francisco 
Santa Cruz 

San Francisco 
White Plains, N.Y. 
San Mateo 
Berkeley 

Monterey 


Sponsor 
David Myrick 
Arthur Goldsmith, Jr. 


Muir Dawson 

David Forbes 

Michael Harrison 

A. S. Fischler 

Albert Sperisen 

Florian Shasky 
Franklin Gilliam 

Herb Caplan 

Franklin Gilliam 

Leah Wollenberg 

Dean Steven Corey 
Membership Committee 
David F. Myrick 
Florian Shasky 
Membership Committee 
Membership Committee 
Deceased Father 
Robert L. Goldman 
Membership Committee 
Richard Hicks 
Membership Committee 
Madeleine S. Rose 
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Library Gifts and Acquisitions 


From Lester Lloyd at his Red Squirrel Press, an interesting reprint of a chapter from 
The American Printer, A Manual of Typography and here titled, Typefounding 100 
years ago. The Club is delighted to include this well-printed booklet, a discourse on 
the art of typefounding, with their collection of type foundry books and our thanks to 
the “Red Squirrel.” 


Ward Ritchie has presented the Club with a printed talk he made in London last 
July before the Wynkyn de Worde Society. This booklet was printed by the Curwen 
Press for that occasion and it is titled A Printer’s Salute to England on America’s 
Bicentennial. Our thanks to member Ritchie for this review of American printing and 
of his part in it. 


Our thanks, too, to Director Frieda Ferguson for a most unusual early Dard Hunter 
item. This is a book designed by Hunter while an apprentice-worker at the Roycroft 
shops in East Aurora in 1908. The book is titled Woman’s Work being an Inquiry and 
an Assumption and it was written by Elbert Hubbard’s wife, Alice. The design 
throughout was influenced by Hunter’s then excitement in the modern German and 
Austrian avant-garde book decoration. The binding, we believe was also designed by 
Hunter—it follows closely the design of the book. And this full leather case binding 
could have been the work of Peter Franck who was then working in the Roycroft 
shops (?). This book is an exciting addition to our unusually fine collection of the 
work of Dard Hunter, paper-maker, type designer, type founder and printer. 


From member John Walsdorf in Oregon, the Club has received an interesting 
catalogue—a well-chosen selection of books on and by William Morris, titled A 
Collector’s Choice: William Morris in Private Press and Limited Editions. This was the 
result of an exhibition arranged by Mr. Walsdorfand he wrote the notes for each of the 
items selected. Sir Basil Blackwell wrote a charming introduction on his reminiscence 
of May Morris. In spite of the fact that the colophon lists two (2) proofreaders, the 
catalogue is not without several unhappy errors of fact and too many typographical 
errors. The first mistake is in the listing of the Grabhorn Morris Press broadside which 
was produced for the Book Club. Here the type 1s credited as Troy and Chaucer—it 
was of course, Franciscan. The other is Carl Rollins as printer to Harvard—he was 
printer at Yale. And on this item, no mention is given to the printer of this broad- 
sheet—A Leaf from the Kelmscott Chaucer—this was set in type by Edmund Thompson 
and it was printed by the Walpole Printing Office for Philip Duschnes. (This is not 
an example of this reviewer showing off—this information is clearly indicated in the 
colophon of this printed piece.) But regardless of these mistakes, none can really 
affect the importance of this selection and of the illuminating notes supplied by Mr. 
Walsdorf for each of the items exhibited. The Club 1s grateful to Mr. Walsdorf for this 


addition to our printing collection. 


The Club has purchased from Dawson’s in Los Angeles their supplementary volume 
to Ronald Reed’s The Nature and Making of Parchmentas published in England by the 
Elmete Press in 1975. Dawson’s supplement contains 10 loose leaves and bound as a 
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portfolio. These leaves have mounted examples of various parchment—sheep skin, 
goat skin, modern parchment and even an example of Japan Vellum—all with printed 
explanatory notes by Mr. Reed. This worth-while project is a fine addition to the 
unillustrated (sampled) book and a welcome addition to our growing collection on 
paper and on its origin. 

ALBERT SPERISEN 


Reviews 


A Madewra Party, by S. Weir Mitchell. With an introduction by William J. Dickerson, 
M.D. and an appendices on Madeira wine by Roy Brady. Frontispiece and title page 
border done by Patrick Dullanty. Sacramento, Corti Brothers, 1975. 16 mo. 1000 
copies, printed by Andrew Hoyem’s Arion Press, bound in boards with decorative 
paper sides and gold-stamped spine. $26.00 ($27.56 with tax), available directly 
from Corti Brothers, 5760 Freeport Blvd., Sacramento, Calif. 95822. 

A delightful little book, this. In the prospectus this short piece of prose fiction is 
described as a tone poem which is something like nonsense. It is more truly an Imag- 
inary Conversation, of the first rank, and concerning a very deserving subject— 
Madeira wine. Or so I must consider it, having been lucky enough to have tasted and 
known the joys of an 1847 Sercial and an 1864 Blandy’s. 

The book is a set piece describing a tasting dinner of four Philadelphia gentlemen 
at the beginning of the XIXth century, depicting a style of life seldom met with 
today. The author, Silas Weir Mitchell, was a prominent Philadelphia physician, 
known as the father of American neurology and the developer of the “‘rest cure.”’ In 
middle age, aided by his wealthy, gracious and able second wife, the Mitchells devel- 
oped a reputation for entertaining, and dinner at their table was famous. In his brief 
sketch of Mitchell, Dr. Dickerson tells us that Mitchells contemporaries believed him 
a genius and Dr. Harvey Cushing described him as “probably the most picturesque 
and many-sided physician of his time—and knew it.” 

In A Madeira Party, the lore, legends and traditions of Madeira as they had de- 
veloped in America up to the beginning of the nineteenth century, are lovingly and 
wittily set down. As we consider our Bicentennial, it is fitting that we should turn 
our attention to one of the joys and consolations our Founding Fathers allowed 
themselves—Madeira. Washington and Jefferson doted on it and Franklin and Madi- 
son, to name but a few, were admirers. 

A Madeira Party, although reprinted several times since its first appearance in 
1895, has long been unavailable. Yet it is worthy of a place next to Rupert Croft- 
Cooke’s Madeira, and in style and feeling to Saintsbury’s Notes on a Cellar Book. It 
is pleasingly printed and sturdily bound, full of charm and value, even at twenty-six 
dollars. 

D. STEVEN COREY 


FROM THE private press of Leonard F. Bahr, The Adagio Press, a review copy of a pro- 
jected series of booklets to be called TypoGraphia. Mr . Bahr notes in his introduction 
that although he has printed many books in the course of his twenty years, he has 
never been able to use all of the type faces and ornaments he has collected. And too, 
in the course of that time, he has assembled and made notes of interesting articles and 
extracts on printing and typographic matters as well as compiling original contribu- 
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tions on type and printing. To remedy these matters, Mr. Bahr has planned a series 
of booklets as a sort of “common-place books” exhibiting his interests in type and 
printing. The first issue, TypoGraphia 1 is printed in at least 6 colors and using some 
9 or 10 different typefaces and as many ornaments—all skillfully arranged. He writes, 
‘“The first form was put on the press in September 1975 and the last form, September 
1976!” 

Each copy is numbered and printed in an edition of 325 copies and signed by the 
printer. A Prospectus is in preparation and copies of it may be had by writing Mr. 
Bahr at 19972 Lochmoor Drive, Harper Woods, Michigan 48225. 

ALBERT SPERISEN 


For the first time in English translations 


Galileo against the Philosophers 


in his Dialogue of Cecco di Ronchitti (1605) 
and Considerations of Alimberto Mauri (1606) 


In English translations with Introduction and Notes 
By STILLMAN DRAKE 


Limited edition of 750 copies in a fine typographic format 
Price $32.50 


Zeitlin & Ver Brugge : Publishers 


815 North La Cienega Boulevard, Los Angeles, California 90069 





An Invitation from 


GLEESON LIBRARY ASSOCIATES 


The Gleeson Library needs not only books but Associates to share its aspirations. 
Lectures and tours feature internationally known men and women of the book and 
Jiterary world. Attractively printed keepsakes with reproductions of book rarities 
are distributed to the membership at meetings and upon request to members un- 
able to attend. 

The Record, a handsome publication is received by all members and contains selected 
lectures and progress reports on acquisitions of books and manuscripts. 

Contact Father William Monihan or Mrs. Sally Hurst, University of San Francisco, 


Q4117. (415) 666-6605. 
TAX DEDUCTIBLE 


A Classic American Wine Book (1895) 
in a new edition with added material 


A MADEIRA PARTY 


by S. Weir Mitchell, M.D. 

With an introduction by William J. Dickerson, M.D. 
and appendices on Madeira wine by Roy Brady 
The edition is limited to 1,000 copies printed by letterpress from handset 
Lutetia type and Monotype Spectrum, in two colors on Curtis Utopian 
natural. 80 pp. 434 x 7 in. Designed, composed and printed by Andrew 
Hoyem. Binding designed by Andrew Hoyem. Selected as one of the 
Western Books of 1976 by the Rounce & Coffin Club, Los Angeles. Price 
$26.00. 


CORTI BROTHERS: PUBLISHERS 
5760 FREEPORT BOULEVARD ¢ SACRAMENTO, CALIFORNIA 95822 





